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Welcome to the March edition of the 

Josh Hyde’s Bowling Newsletter.  Moment 

in History will be taking a look at 2010 Re-

view of Bowling. We will not be having an 

Interview of the Month due to coverage of 

the U.S. Open.  The fourth and final seg-

ment of the series PBA World Champion-

ship can be found in the Strike Column.  

The Spare Column will feature how Tom 

Dalton won his 3rd Hammer King of the Hill 

title.  Finally, we will unveil more of the 

2010 PBA World Series of Bowling.  The 

Tenth Frame will be a commentary examin-

ing what bowling fans could expect if the 

PBA were to televise the last round of the 

round robin match play.    

This past month, we saw a great deal 

of what true bowling fans have been striv-

ing to see on tv in the 53-year history of the 

PBA.  I hope you enjoy this edition of the 

Josh Hyde’s Bowling Newsletter. 

 2011 USBC Masters  

The 2011 USBC Masters 

did not see prospect of another grand slam 

winner. However, it did see a chance for a 

bowler to win back-to-back majors in a sin-

gle season.  Unfortunately for Mika Koi-

vuniemi, he was stopped in the semi-final 

round as winner Tom Hess knocked him out. 

 For the second time in five years, 

Jack Jurek went undefeated in the match 

play portion in the Masters, but ran into 

Hess after Hess had the front seven at Koi-

vuniemi. This feat enabled Hess to win his 

first ever PBA title as a major. 

 Hess kept on striking in the champi-

onship match. The championship was possi-

bly the tightest match of the tournament, as 

Jurek could have won his third title, but he 

did not finish well at the tail end of the 

game. 

 Hess added to his great play by not 

throwing wide-open splits.  With Jurek not 

capitalizing on his throws, Hess took away 

the 2011 USBC Masters title. 

These are the final standings of the 

tournament and the stepladder results: 

1. Tom Hess, Urbandale, Iowa, 479 (two 

games), $50,000.  

2. Jack Jurek, Lackawanna, N.Y., 214 (one 

game), $25,000.  

3. Mika Koivuniemi, Hartland, Mich., 449 (two 

games), $15,000.  

4. Mike DeVaney, Murrieta, Calif., 206 (one 

game), $10,000. 

Josh Hyde is a Honorary PBA 
Member since 2001 and a 

BWAA Member since 2006. 
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Match One - Koivuniemi def. DeVaney, 230-

206.  

Semifinal Match - Hess def. Koivuniemi, 254-

219.  

Championship Match - Hess def. Jurek, 225-

214. 

2011 U.S. Open 

 For the first time in the 53 year 

history of the PBA, Bowling fans got to see 

what their favorite players went through 

during a Major PBA tournament. In the 

68th U.S. Open, They televised the first 

round of match play. It was a different 

bowling tournament being televised. This 

was interesting because 2008 U.S. Open 

Champion Norm Duke had the chance in 

the last two games of match play to strike 

out and win by one pin! Except in both 

games, he failed to do so. Before the tele-

vised part, he was able to go undefeated 

having a 6-0 record going into the last two 

games. However, he was still the leader 

after the first round of match play. Some 

other names that were televised were: Pete 

Weber (4x winner), Bill O’Neil (defending 

champion), Jason Belmonte (‘08-’09 rookie 

of the year) and last but not least Sean 

Rash (07 USBC Masters winner) Duke 

ended up leading after 34 games by 83 

pins. Even with the two loses, he had built 

up a lead earlier in the round. He had a 300 

pin lead over 6th place going into the last 

two rounds of match play.  

 The Championship round saw 4 

U.S. Open winners trying to win their sec-

ond U.S. Open title. Among them was     
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This month is the fourth and 
final segment part in this series—the 
fifty greatest major analysis. It will be 
on the PBA World Championship. 
The PBA World Championship is 
probably the best major because to 
bowl in this tournament, you must 
be a PBA member. It requires a lot of 
qualifying and match play to get to 
the championship round. 

The statistics for the PBA World 
Championship are impressive.   
When 20 one of the 50 greatest 
made the championship round, they 
won 47 percent of their 77 total ap-
pearances. Incredibly, this group has 
36 PBA World Championship titles. 

Many of the greats have won 
this prestigious tournament.  Earl 
Anthony won it an astounding  six 
times. He made the championship 
round nine times. This is why he was 
the greatest bowler in the history of 
the PBA. 

The number two bowler, Walter 
Ray Williams Jr., has won it three 
times. He has made the champion-
ship round six times. With seven 
Player of the Year titles and 47 PBA  
titles, he is one of the PBA’s best. 
Williams’ last World Championship 
title tied him with Anthony for the 
most titles. 

Norm Duke is the only player to 
win three consecutive majors. To win 
one is quite the accomplishment, but 
three in-a-row is unheard of. He is 
one of the six players who have com-
pleted the Triple Crown, and one of 
two players who have completed the 
Grand Slam. Duke can play anywhere 
on the lane and still get the ball to 
the 1-3 pocket. This is what a great 
player does. 

Pete Weber definitely is one of 
the best bowlers in the PBA, winning 
this prestigious tournament twice. 
He is the best player without a Player 
of the Year title. He knows when he 
needs to strike. Weber won a record 
four U.S. Opens.  The only other 
players to do so were his Father 
(Dick) and Don Carter. 

Strike Column— Fifty Greatest Major Analysis—PBA World Championship 
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Mike Aulby is one of the best major 
tournament bowlers. He won every ma-
jor. With two Player of the Year titles, he 
became the first bowler to earnPlayer of 
the Year and Rookie of the Year.  These 
are two of the biggest accomplishments 
in bowling. Aulby had also set the high 
average for a single season (1995) and 
the 42-game pin fall record in a standard 
tournament. 

Chris Barnes finally broke through at 
the 2011 World Championship. He made 
the championship round five times prior 
to winning. This was the tournament that 
made him the sixth player to win the Tri-
ple Crown. It will be interesting to see 
how many titles he will have won on the 
PBA tour at the end of his career. 

Billy Hardwick and Johnny Petraglia 
were the first two bowlers to win the 
Triple Crown. These players both had 
astounding careers and were the first 
bowlers that bowling writers said could 
bowl in majors. With Hardwick becoming 
the first player to win the Triple Crown, 

he was the best of his era. Petraglia 
had the chance to bowl a 300, but got 
a 298 in the early 1980s. Over a dec-
ade later, he broke through by bowl-
ing a 300 in the championship round 
of the 1994 PBA World Championship. 

Some of the other great players 
that have won a major tournament 
are Dave Davis, Doug Kent, Mike 
McGrath, Wayne Zahn, and Don 
Carter. Each of these players have 
won the tournament twice and have a 
high winning percentage in the cham-
pionship round.  

The PBA World Championship is 
probably one of the best major tour-
naments in the PBA. To win a World 
Championship is a great honor, espe-
cially having won multiple titles in this 
event. There are other greats that 
have won this major tournament, but 
the fifty greatest are the best bowlers 
in the history of the PBA. 

This table shows the PBA World Championship appearances and champion-

ships by the Top 50 players in the history of the PBA. 
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2010 Review of Bowling 

2010 was a very inspirational year 

for me in bowling.  A number of exciting 

things happened for me. 

First, I was able to bowl well and 

finish second at a local handicap champi-

onship tournament. A little over an hour 

away from my home, there was a local 

handicap tournament that has points for 

how you do in each tournament. At the 

end of the year if you qualify for the 

championship tournament, you get to 

bowl in the final tournament. 

At the last regular tournament, I 

ended up in fourth place and made the 

championship tournament. I ended up 

qualifying second. The match play por-

tion was two game matches.  In match 

play, I made it to the championship 

match.  There, my opponent shot 299 

and 225 against me.  I lost by only five 

pins.  

Second, I 

won third place 

in the national 

BWAA amateur 

writing contest. 

The Bowling 

Writer’s Associa-

tion of America posted an amateur writ-

ing contest, and I decided to submit a 

few articles. I placed third for the article 

I submitted about the World Series of 

Bowling.  

Third, at the 2010 Shootout at the 

Fort, the American Bowler was there. 

They asked me to report on the regional  

later that summer at Georgetown Bowl. 

They paid for my Pro-Am spot; however, 

the Pro-Am did not take place.  Instead 

they gave me money for a printer and 

told me if I wrote for them they would 

buy my ink. When I reported on the 

regional, I still was 

able to bowl with 

three professionals. 

They all bowled on 

the ramp and I beat 

them all. 

Fourth, I got to go 

to my twenty-fourth 

major tournament which was the sixty-

seventh U.S. Open. I received the banner 

from the scoreboard that was on the 

television show. 

Last but not least, I became the beat 

writer for the King of the Hill Tourna-

ment, getting to write reports and doing 

statistics. Of all places, I met Arnie Gold-

man, who was a professional bowler 

from the mid-70s to 1987.  He beat Pete 

Weber in Weber’s first television appear-

ance.  

Moment in History 
Kingpin Column 

BEST DEALS 
 

Professional Instruction by the Winner of 

2008 USBC Senior Masters 

2009 Pump & Electric Senior Open Georgia 

KP’s Pro Shop 

Lynwood Bowl 

Lynwood, IL  

219-810-3650 

defending champion Bill O’Neil. 

He started out by defeating Dan 

MacLelland (204-150). In the 

first match of the step ladder 

final. 

Just when we thought that 

O’Neil was going to run away 

with it by throwing a 4 bagger 

in the early part of the game 

against Ryan Shafer, he ran into 

some transition problems on 

the way. Shafer had two Brook-

lyn strikes in the early part of 

the game. He was able to re 

group and throw three crucial 

shots in the tenth frame to 

force O’Neil to mark in the final 

frame to win the game. O’Neil 

failed to do so, leaving the 4-6-

7. O’Neil was  unable to convert 

giving Ryan the win (193-183). 

In the first match on final 

day , Shafer had his hands full 

with Koivuniemi. It was a close 

match, but Shafer was able to 

find a better line than Koi-

vuniemi. In the eight frame, 

Shafer left a 7-10 split. Koi-

vuniemi kept out of trouble, 

making spares, and defeated 

Shafer 236-222.  

The semi-final match saw 

Koivuniemi take on Tommy 

Jones. Jones was not able to do 

anything as he struggled with a 

158. Koivuniemi had a 236. 

The championship  match 

saw two superstars of the PBA 

Tour, with Norm Duke and Koi-

vuniemi  squaring off. The 

match came down to the last 

ball. Duke made Koivuniemi get 

a mark to win his second US 

Open title. Koivuniemi however, 

left a 10-pin and missed the 

spare, giving Duke his 34th title. 

The results are below. 

 

FINAL STANDINGS:  

 

1. Norm Duke, Clermont, Fla., one 

game, 225 pins, $80,000.  

2. Mika Koivuniemi, Hartland, 

Mich., three games, 693 pins, 

$40,000.  

3. Tommy Jones, Simpsonville, 

S.C., one game, 158 pins, 

$20,000.  

4. Ryan Shafer, Horseheads, N.Y., 
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Messenger (Cont.) 
two games, 415 pins.$13,000.  

5. Bill O’Neil, Southampton, Pa., 

two games, 387 pins, $11,000.  

6. Dan MacLelland, Saginaw, 

Mich., one game, 150 pins, 

$10,000. 

 

PLAYOFF RESULTS: 

 

Match One: O’Neil def. 

MacLelland, 204-150.  

Match Two: Shafer def. O’Neil, 

193-183.  

Match Three: Koivuneimi def. 

Shafer, 236-222.  

Semifinal Match: Koivuniemi def. 

Jones, 241-158.  

Championship: Duke def. Koi-

vuniemi, 225-216. 
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Spare Column: Hammer King of the Hill Report 

 
Dalton Wins His Third Title by Top-

ping Off the Central Region PBA 
Rookie of the Year 

 
On Super Bowl Sunday, February 6, 

there were 69 bowlers battling for the 

Hammer King of the Hill title. There were 

15 700’s shot in the first round. The first 

round started off with a 280-game by Doug 

Daniels.  In the second game, we saw Emilo 

Mora shoot a 268. The final game saw two 

bowlers, Aaron Winans and Cole Jetmore, 

shoot a 278.  In the first round, Aaron Wi-

nans led the round with a 750-series. 

There was a three-way tie for the cutline 

between Andy Sukow, Brandon Hurst, and 

Michael Hutchens at +41.  

The second round saw 38 bowlers 

battling for 13 cash spots. There were eight 

700’s shot in the second round. Derek 

Smith started off with a 280-game in the 

first game of the second round. Jeff Fox 

climbed on board with a 300-game in the 

second game.  Thomas Dalton fired a 279 

in the last game of the second round. 

The top eight took a score of +103 to 

advance to the finals. The last cash 

spot number was +74 by Mike Wi-

nans. Jeff Fox was the qualifying 

leader with a 794 series.  

In the finals, Thomas Dalton aver-

aged a whopping 261 to claim his 

fourth Hammer King of the Hill title. 

The first  match saw Jeff Fox firing a 

268, beating Jason Manville’s 210. 

Dalton had a pair of 270-games in the 

semifinals and finals. His lowest game 

was a 227, when he beat Derek Smith, 

who had a 223. From there on, Dalton 

got lined up and was able to outscore 

opponents in the last two games of 

the finals. Throughout the day, he had 

five 270-games.  

The championship match fea-

tured the 2008 Central Region PBA 

Rookie of the Year Jeremy Delcamp 

and Thomas Dalton. It was the highest 

scoring match of the finals with Dal-

ton scoring a 278 over Delcamp’s 247. 

Date:2-6-2011 
 
Entries: 69 
 
Round 1 
High Game 1: Doug Daniels 280 
High Game 2: Emilio Mora 268 
High Game 3: Cole Jetmore/Aaron Wi-
nans 278 
 
High Series: Aaron Winans/Thomas Dal-
ton 750 
Cut Number: 641    Bowler: Michael 
Hutchens, Brandon Hurst, Andy Sukow 
# of 700’s shot: 15 
 
 
Round 2 
High Game 1: Derek Smith 280 
High Game 2: Jeff Fox 300 
High Game 3: Thomas Dalton 279 
 
High Series: Jeff Fox 794 
Cash Number:  Bowler: Mike Winans 674  
Finals Number: Bowler: Jason Manville 
703 
# of 700’s shot: 8 
 
 
Total Year End Payout: $980 
February Raffle Sales: $210 
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Randy Hawks won the bowling ball, 

which was taboo by Hammer. February’s 

raffle saw 210 dollars raised. It’s one of the 

highest raffle ticket sales in one month.  
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Tenth Frame— Commentary 

With Mika making all four 

major shows, it looks like he will be 

player of the year. 

This has not happened since 

Pete Weber back in 1987 when he 

made all three majors. It was the 

same outcome when Weber won 

the Firestone Tournament of Cham-

pions. However, Weber did not get 

Player of the Year that year. 

Mika is by far the best player 

out on the Lumber Liquidators PBA 

Tour. The last three years of the 

U.S. Open, the defending champion 

has been in the Championship 

match the following year. O’Neil 

failed to do so in this year’s U.S. 

Open. 

I have said this before and I will 

say this again: bowling is back! With 

the Major Championships turning 

out the way they did, it was a very 

good year for the PBA tour! On Fri-

day night, bowling fans were able 

to see the most exciting part of a 

PBA Tour event with the round 

robin match play being televised. 

I really hope that we can get 

more of this action in the future of 

the PBA! Bowling fans have been 

wanting for a long time. In the 1995 

Dick Weber classic, fans were able 

to see probably the most memora-

ble round robin tournament on 

television. 

The show had David Ozio, Wal-

ter Ray Williams  and Doug Kent, 

also Norm Duke. The format for the 

show was that everybody bowled 

each other one time with 30 bonus 

pins for a win and 15 for a tie. After 

the third game, they would make 

the final cut to the top two, where 

the winner took all. This was a ex-

ample of an actual PBA tournament 

being televised. 

The year before at the same 

tournament, Joe Firpo bowled three 

250’s and did not make the final 

game. This was an example of what 

a player could do during the match play 

portion of the tournament. The more 

ways that the PBA can showcase how our 

favorite bowlers can get to the television 

show, the better.  This will enable bowling 

fans to get more involved with the PBA. 

I have been waiting for a chance like 

what we saw on Friday night in the 2011 

U.S. Open for as long as I have been a fan 

of the PBA.  If PBA can get more coverage 

on ESPN (like a few hours), we may not 

see anymore stepladder formats because 

the real tournament is won on the last 

night of match play.   I also think that if 

this is the case, we will get more fans for 

bowling.  You can definitely see what your 

favorite bowler goes through in a standard 

bowling tournament.   

This would enable a bowler to build 

up a lead in a tournament and not worry 

about coming back the last day and win-

ning one game.  It would also make bowl-

ers bowl better and not just shoot for a 

top five finish at the end of round robin 

match play.  Now a bowler would have to 

worry about how far back he was from the 

tournament leader.  You could say that 

happens now, but because the leaders 

have to just bowl one game.  The reality is 

though if a bowler is in the top 4 or 5, all 

he has to is bowl 3 or 4 good games to win 

the tournament.  Except if we were able to 

see the final round of round robin  match 

play, we could really see more bowlers go 

for the top spot on the last game. 

During the 2009 National Bowling 

Stadium Open on Xtra Frame, bowling fans 

saw that there were 10 bowlers during the 

last game of match play that had a shot 

for the top five spots for Sunday’s show.  

Between 2nd through 12, there were only 

160 pins separating those competitors.  

You really didn’t know who was going to 

make it because every match had a winner 

and a loser.  This is what makes the Lum-

ber Liquidators PBA Tour great.   

During the 2011 U.S. Open, we 

thought that Mika had it all wrapped up by 

just needing a mark to win his 2nd U.S. 

Open title.  Even the best can make a mis-

take at a crucial point of a major title, like 

missing a 10-pin in the final frame.  It will 

Last Month’s PBA Wizard Trivia Win-

ner 

 

Not Awarded! 

 

Last Month’s Answers: 

1.) Chris Barnes 

2.) Mike Durban or Jason Couch 

 

  

PBA TRIVIA WIZARD 

 
Please submit your answers via e-mail 

to: jhbnl@comcast.net. The first per-

son that answer this correctly will get a 

10% coupon sponsored by bowling-

gift.com. Thank you bowlinggift.com 

for contributing to the Josh Hyde’s 

Bowling Newsletter. 

 

Who will be the next PBA Trivia Wiz-

ard? 

 

1. Who won the most PBA World Cham-

pionships? 

2. Who won the 2011 U.S. Open? 

Johnny Petraglia, Dave Davis, Carmen 

Salvino, and Mike Aulby stein mugs and a 

Gold Rhino Pro mini bowling ball and 

Ultimate Inferno mini bowling ball.  

always cost the pros.  After all, they are 

the best at throwing a bowling ball.  

Thanks for reading this edition of 

the Josh Hyde’s Bowling Newsletter.  


